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border crime is due to the outkw.   The tribe harbour-
ing him is now held responsible for his safe conduct.   It
is not always possible to enforce such rules of responsi-
bility.   There are to-day over a thousand outlaws  across
the border.   They are a standing threat to the   peace of
the settled districts.   The volume of crime is  appalling.
Murders  have reached the frightening figure of nine
hundred in a single year.     " With its population of two
and a quarter millions only this tale of crime stamps the
Frontier Province  as the   most  lawless country on the
face of the earth."   The trouble is due to Pathan vindic-
tiveness.   But that is not the argument*   The reactions
of transborder unrest are a vital factor behind the smoke-
puff of rifle-shots.     The unsuitability of the Indian
police is also the   most potent cause*    Crime   and out*
lawry   are closely  intertwined.    It  is  very difficult  to
attempt radical  changes.   Crime is an unwashable slur
on the Pathan culture.   Tribal opinion does not weigh
heavily with the offences of the  headstrong   youngster^.
Transborder conditions are deplorable.   There is a lack
of controlled policy. Crimes are groundlessly overlooked*
There is a need for closest sympathy at the very outset.
There is many a plausible defence  ready at hand.    The
tribes cannot be brought   to terms unless the hills are
fully  blockaded.   Made fool-proof.     And    troops are
flung across the border.   In a crisis the tribal people
range themselves on the. side of KabuL   They have "no
respect for geographically dotted lines.    Kabul is nearer
their hearts and hearths than Delhi. They want to play
the role of Islam champions.   From the British they get
no   spiritual  profit.   It does not ensure an open gate-
way to heaven.  Rather than the lawful British, they are
more at  home with a gang of desperate outlaws*   They
capture Hindus   and hold them up to ransom.   Tribal